FEUGHDEE WEST COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Approved Minutes of Meeting held in Strachan Hall

On Thursday 29th June 2017 at 7.30pm

Present:
Community Councillors:  
Mr.W.Smith jnr.,  Mr.I.Brockie,  Mr.I.Morrison, Mr. A.Neish,  Mrs.J.Randalls,

Mr.S.Richards, Mrs. M. Stallaert, Mr. P.Tyrrell,  Ms.Sam Wylde, Mr.W. Ross
Banchory and Mid Deeside Councillors:
Cllr. A. Ross, Cllr. R. Bruce
Minutes:
Mrs. I Addison
Members of Public: 8 members of the public were present.
1.          Apologies and Absences
      Apologies were tendered by Cllr. E.Durno  and  Mrs. L. Craig   

Minutes of the previous meeting
Minutes of the previous meeting were approved with the following amendment:
Glendye Wind Farm
First paragraph -  Clarification of the aim of the Sub-committee
Last paragraph -  It was agreed that three members of the GDWF sub-committee would sit on both the sub-committee (work group) and the Community Development Fund.
             Minutes Proposed by  : Mr. W. Smith
             Seconded by                   : Ms. S. Wylde
Treasurer’s report:
Opening Balance                                                                                                                       £   2408. 05                                                                                                                                                                     
DD to BT Web-cam                                                                                                                              63.60 
Closing Balance                                                                                                                        £    2344. 45 

All incomings and outgoings up to date.
4.          Police Matters
No Police were in attendance and nothing reported by email.

Cllr. A. Ross reported that points of contact have now been established with the following personnel:

Andy Cruickshank and Garry Garrow. There will be a monthly written report when no police are available to attend FWCC Meetings.  (Contact can be made through Tel: 01224 304434)

Glendye Wind Farm

There  was a discussion about the Glen Dye Wind Farm proposals.  
Some concern was expressed about who had been appointed to discuss financial matters with Coriolis and when it had been agreed.  It was advised that C.L.G. Meetings were by invitation only and that Marr Area Partnership were already set up to manage the allocation of funds with FWCC having input and final say. 

It was brought to everyone's attention that, as agreed at the May Meeting, the GDWF sub-committee had nominated three representatives to attend the Community Benefit sub-group on behalf of FWCC area with the secretary and treasurer. However, on attending the meeting which took place prior to the CLG regarding agreement on the split of Community Benefit funding between the two communities in question, nominees were embarrassed to discover that neither Coriolis nor Mearns Area Partnership were aware of, or had agreed to their presence at the meeting.
 There was agreement that it was necessary for FWCC to be regularly informed and updated. 

All future e.mails or notes coming to the secretary from Coriolis, or other parties concerned, will be forwarded to FWC Councillors so that there can be open discussion and agreement before formal decisions are made.

It was agreed that a summarised note of all communications to date would be forwarded to FWC Councillors. Final negotiations will come to FWCC in regard to the splitting of any funding as a matter of due process.

Regarding the option of a 10% investment back into Coriolis from any future funding, it was agreed that other options should be explored before a final decision is made.

The sub-committee is meantime gathering information regarding impact on the peat bog and how this may increase the risk of flooding in Feughside, the wildlife and environment as well as making enquiries as to how the proposed development will be linked into utilities.  Planning Department will also be approached for a better understanding of the process of development.   There are ongoing discussions as to how best to communicate and display gathered information with the general public.

Aberdeenshire  Councillors present believed that discussions surrounding any proposed Windfarm would have no bearing on the final planning application decision.  The planning department will be consulted on this question.
FWCC Community Benefit Applications

There are three outstanding applications which will be discussed at the next MidHill sub-group meeting on July 13th.:
2 Applications from Strachan Youth Club and 

1 Application from Banchory Sports Village

There was a lengthy discussion as to whether applications should be judged on the benefit they bring to the whole community as opposed to whether they fall strictly within the geographical boundary.

Banchory Sports Village, which is technically outwith the boundary but could be considered as being of benefit to the local and wider community, was given as an example – Banchory being considered by many to be an intrinsic part of the local community.

Agreement was finally reached, that if a facility or project was of definite benefit to the local community:

a)  A majority vote would be required if it was within the local FWCC boundary.

b)  A unanimous vote would be required if it was outwith the boundary and subject to no local projects requiring funding at the time.      Priority would be given to projects within the geographical boundary.

Planning Issues

Strachan Pavement
Further investigation has revealed that in the four planning applications for houses, all show 'pavement area' as grass verge and no pavement is mentioned in the planning applications.  There was planning gain but there is no mention as to where it was allocated.

This highlighted an area where there was a failure at planning to see the need of pavement and also a failure at FWCC to  recognise this need also and make recommendation within the allotted time span.

It was pointed out  that Planning applications are made available weekly on the Aberdeenshire Council Website: 
https://upa.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/online-applications 
and also bi-monthly on the FWCC Website:
www.feughdeewest.com
This helps prevent missed opportunity to make representation in a timely manner, although late representation may be considered at Aberdeenshire Council's discretion.

Pre-Scoping consultation for Harehill Forest Development with Access Track
No concerns meantime
Erection of Agricultural Shed at Croftfoddie, Strachan
No concerns raised

Erection of 3 Houses at Cults Cottages, Strachan
Concerns were raised regarding previous issues with flooding and objections raised in 2010 when planning permission was refused.  A link will be circulated to FWC Councillors so that an informed decision can be reached.

Erection of single Dwellinghouse on land to north of Castlewood Leisure, Strachan
No concerns raised.

Erection of Garden Room, The Whins, Auchattie, Banchory
No concerns raised.

Decking at Collonach Lodge, Strachan
No concerns raised
Forming of Menage (domestic use) and erection of Boundary Fencing, Hillside Cottage, Inchmarlo
No concerns raised.

Sepa Upgrade to River Guaging Station at Woodend Bridge of Canny, Banchory.
No concerns raised.

There was a discussion regarding a complaint which had been received and referred to Planning Department regarding a perceived discrepancy/omission in relation to planning permission in the locality.   The complaint had been submitted to Planning Department without first being referred to FWCC for discussion.  

It was agreed that full discussion and agreement on planning applications must take place at FWCC level and no independent action should be taken, even although issues on hand may be deemed relevant.  Any contentious issues can be referred to Planning Department in the first instance and adherence to the already established constitution should be maintained.  
8.        Transport, Roads and Infrastructure
Nothing to report

Education and Youth.

It was intimated that Strachan Primary School is to be mothballed and teaching staff re-deployed.

This is subject to quarterly review by Aberdeenshire Council.  Appreciation was expressed for the opportunity given by Aberdeenshire Council to redress the situation.

Roisin Daly at Marr Area Partnership will be contacted to find out about the school's wild garden.

Play Park
It was noted that contrary to previous notes in Minutes, the team elected to work specifically on the

progress of the Playpark, should be referred to as a Work Group and not as a Sub-group as this was

an inaccurate terminology.
Youth Member, Willem Ross gave an update on progress made with the plans for the upgrade of Strachan Playpark and presented proposals and  outline drawings for everyone to see.

Different Developers have been approached for ideas and projected costs.

The Strachan Playpark Improvement Work Group are pursuing three plans and quotes from three different developers so that funding can be secured.  At the moment there is the option for the Council to take responsibility for ongoing maintenance, in which case Insurance Liability would be covered by the Council. 

It was acknowledged however,  that careful consideration needs to be given to the responsibility 

for ongoing maintenance of the park, equipment and surroundings.  It was advised that low maintenance material and design should be reflected in any plans presented by chosen companies. 

It was anticipated that Plans should be to hand by the end of July. 

The issue of the provision of toilet facilities was raised and this will be given further consideration.

Match Funding of the £30,000 made available through Aberdeenshire Council will be applied for through FWCC once all plans,  and quotes have been presented, discussed and agreed at consultation meeting.

Any Other Business 
There will be a special Meeting to discuss and agree how FWCC can function better and in adherence to current constitution agreed at the AGM of 2015.   Dates to be suggested and agreed.               

              Hall Committee
Mrs. J.Randalls resigned from her role on the Hall Committee, which involves quarterly meetings.  Mr. S. Richards volunteered to step into her role.
              Knockburn Loch
It was noted that it had been previously agreed through Planning Department that FWCC would be informed of any upcoming events involving the use of loudspeakers.  It was agreed that Neil Mair at Planning would be contacted to confirm that this  agreement will be implemented.

              Youth Member
Callum Smith was welcomed as a new youth member of FWCC
12.         Date of next meeting
The meeting closed at 9.45pm   

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 27th July, 2017 at 7.30p.m.   Inchmarlo Hall
